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Hilton Head Island Deep Well Project named  
2025 PGA TOUR Charity of the Year 

 

RBC Heritage beneficiary to receive $30,000 grant 
 

PONTE VEDRA BEACH, FLORIDA – The PGA TOUR announced today that the Hilton Head Island Deep Well 
Project, a non-profit beneficiary of the RBC Heritage, has been named the 2025 PGA TOUR Charity of the 
Year. The organization was recently surprised with the honor during an event staff outing to repair the home 
of a local resident.    
 
While the Deep Well Project was initially founded in 1973 to provide clean, safe drinking water on Hilton 
Head Island, it has since been the source of emergency assistance to the local community. Its primary focal 
point is housing for a workforce that is integral to the dynamic hospitality-oriented business economy of the 
Island. 
 
Deep Well’s Emergency Rent/Mortgage Program steps in to pay all or part of a local resident’s housing 
payment after documenting the family has suffered an unexpected loss of income or unexpected expense, 
leaving them at risk of being homeless. In the first 10 months of this year, Deep Well paid $516,000 in rent 
and mortgage payments, helping keep 1,600 people safe, stable and working. 
 
Similarly, Deep Well’s Livable Housing Home Repair Program does critical-nature repairs on local homes to 
ensure the families living in them are safe and dry. Deep Well will set a record this year in homes repaired 
with 100 homes already repaired, and another 10-15 homes to be completed by the end of 2025. 
 
“Decent and affordable housing for neighbors who comprise our workforce is a challenge across the 
country, but it’s especially concerning in resort areas like Hilton Head Island,” said Sandy Gillis, Executive 
Director, Deep Well Project. “Land costs are high, and when you’re a barrier island, expansion isn’t an 
option. This amazing recognition from the PGA TOUR and its grant will power the housing assistance work 
that Deep Well Project is doing. It will help us be a safety net for neighbors, while also keeping our tourism-
based economy firing on all cylinders.” 
 
The Charity of the Year award comes with a $30,000 grant from the PGA TOUR, which will go toward Deep 
Well’s Emergency Rent/Mortgage and Livable Housing Home Repair programs to help mitigate the housing 
challenges of the Island’s workforce.   
 
The Heritage Classic Foundation, the charitable foundation of the RBC Heritage, supports more than 90 
registered and deserving charities in the local community that are divided into six pillars, with the Deep Well 



   
 

   
 

Project included in the Health and Welfare pillar. Since 1987, the Heritage Classic Foundation has raised 
and donated $59.5 million to South Carolina and Georgia charities. 
 
“This recognition reflects the incredible impact The Deep Well Project has made in our community, and we 
couldn’t be prouder to support their mission,” said Steve Wilmot, President and Tournament Director, RBC 
Heritage. “Their dedication and compassion inspire us all, and we look forward to standing beside them as 
they continue to change lives on Hilton Head Island." 
 
With the support of more than 100,000 volunteers annually, the PGA TOUR assists approximately 3,000 
charities each year. Virtually all tournaments are organized as non-profit organizations to maximize 
charitable giving, and to date, tournaments across all Tours have generated more than $4 billion. 
 

### 
 
About PGA TOUR 
By showcasing golf’s greatest players, the PGA TOUR engages, inspires and positively impacts our fans, 
partners and communities worldwide.   
   
The PGA TOUR, headquartered in Ponte Vedra Beach, Florida, co-sanctions events on the PGA TOUR, PGA 
TOUR Champions, Korn Ferry Tour, PGA TOUR Americas and administers PGA TOUR Q-School presented by 
Korn Ferry and PGA TOUR University. PGA TOUR members represent the world’s best players, hailing from 
28 countries and territories. Showcasing the biggest moments in the sport with history and legacy on the 
line, the PGA TOUR operates PGA TOUR Studios–a state-of-the-art production studio redefining golf content 
for fans worldwide—and has long-term domestic distribution partnerships for broadcast coverage on CBS, 
NBC and Golf Channel, with video streaming service on ESPN+ and additional coverage on multiple Free Ad-
Supported Television (FAST) channels. Internationally, the PGA TOUR Studios-produced World Feed is 
available across 200+ countries and territories in 30 languages via 39 broadcast and digital partners. To 
date, events across all Tours have generated more than $4 billion in charitable giving. Fans can follow the 
PGA TOUR at PGATOUR.COM, on the app and in multiple languages across their favorite social media 
pages. 


